Native Plant List for Indiana Pollinators

Ellen Jacquart, The Nature Conservancy of Indiana; Robert Jean, Environmental Solutions and Innovations; Melinda M. Appold, Purdue Horticulture and Landscape
Architecture; David Gorden, Mark M. Holeman, Inc.; Heather Reynolds, Indiana University Department of Biology and Stranger’s Hill Organics; Natalie Marinova, Eco
Logic LLC.

Plant Information: The table provides information about many plant species. The Plant Information columns provide Sun and Soil Moisture requirements, plant
Height, plant Flower Color, and plant Bloom Time.

If checked, the Hard to Find column designates a species that may be difficult to find for sale, but are both very important to pollinators, and very common in
remnant forests. These hard-to-find species may already be on your land, so watch for them and conserve them if possible.

If checked, the Ephemeral column refers to species that come up each year in the spring, produce flowers and fruits, and then die-back by late May. While they are
only aboveground for a few months each year, these ephemerals are particularly important to pollinators, because so few species are in bloom in early spring.

Pollinator Connection: The Pollinator Connection columns indicate which pollinator groups (Bees, Beetles, Butterfly/Moths, Flies, Hummingbirds, and Wasps)
use each plant species.

The Special Notes column notes whether a plant is a host for larval butterflies or moths or if it attracts specialist bees (those bees which only pollinate a few plant
species).

The Pollinator Magnets column, if checked, indicates a plant species that attracts an abundance of pollinators, or a very high diversity of pollinators, based on
literature and field experience.

Where Can | Buy These Plants? Many of these plant species may be available from any plant retailer. Others will require you to find a business that
specializes in native plants.

The Indiana Native Plant & Wildflower Society (INPAWS), lists of businesses with a wide selection of native plants online at www.inpaws.org/landscaping/sources-of-
indiana-native-plants. Note that a few of these businesses sell only wholesale, and that native plants may also be available through many landscape professionals.
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Wildflowers*
Sweet Flag |Acorus calamus 2'-3' Green spring 3
Nodding Wild Onion JAllium cernuum 1-2' Pink summer °
lAnemonella , . .
Rue Anemone ) i <1 White spring °
thalictroides
Columbine lAquilegia canadensis 1-3' Red -yellow | spring o|e )
Goat's Beard |Aruncus dioicus 4'-6' White spring oleo|e Dusky Azure host *
Wild Ginger |Asarum canadense <1 Maroon spring 3
Marsh Milkweed |Asclepias incarnata 3-4' Pink summer oleo|e Monarch host *
Sullivant's Milkweed JAsclepias sullivantii 3-4' Pink summer oleo|e Monarch host
Common Milkweed JAsclepias syriaca 3.5 Pink summer oleo|e Monarch host
Butterflyweed |Asclepias tuberosa 1-2' Orange summer ° ° Monarch host
Whorled Milkweed JAsclepias verticillata 1-2' White summer ° ° Monarch host
Sky-Blue Aster |Aster azureus 1-2' Blue fall ole Pearl Crescent host
Heart-Le d Blue Wood
cart-ieaved Blue Woodkaster cordifolius 1-3' Blue fall ole Pearl Crescent host
Aster
Heath Aster Aster ericoides 1-2' White fall ojoe|eo]e @ [Pearl Crescent host *
Shining Aster Aster firmus 3-4' Lavender fall ole Pearl Crescent host
Smooth Aster Aster laevis 3.5 Blue fall ole Pearl Crescent host
Calico Aster Aster lateriflorus 1-3' White fall ole ° @ [Pearl Crescent host
New England Aster  JAster novae-angliae 3.5 Purple fall eojoe|e]e Pearl Crescent host
Swamp Aster |Aster puniceus 3-6' Lavender fall o|le Pear| Crescent host
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Short's Aster Aster shortii 2-3' Purple fall ole Pearl Crescent host
Flat-Topped Aster |Aster umbellatus 3.5 White fall Pearl Crescent host
Blue False Indigo Baptisia australis 2-4' Blue spring Silver-Spotted Skipper host
White False Indigo Baptisia leucantha 3-4' White summer
Cream False Indigo  |Baptisia leucophaea 1 Cream spring
. . . f
Tickseed Sunflower |Bidens aristosa 1-4' Yellow Sum:ler/ ° ® |painty sulphur host
False Aster Boltonia latisquama 3-6' White summer ° °
Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris 1-2' Yellow spring °
Spring Cress Cardamine bulbosa <1' White spring ° Bee specialist
Cut-leaved Cardamine ' pink g O Bee specialist; West Virginia White|
Toothwort concetenata host
Wild Senna Cassia hebecarpa 3.5 Yellow summer g"’"d'e“ Sulphur and steepy
range host
Caulophyllum
Blue cohosh ) P y 2'-4' Green spring °
thalictroides
White Turtlehead Chelone glabra 2-4' White summer Baltimore Checkerspot host
Pink Turtlehead Chelone obliqua 2'-4' Pink summer Baltimore Checkerspot host
Spring Beauty Claytonia virginica <1 Pink spring 3 Bee specialist
Blue-eyed Mary Collinsia verna <1' Blue spring °
Lance-Leaf Coreopsis JCoreopsis lanceolata 1-2' Yellow spring/ °
summer
Plains Coreopsis Coreopsis palmata 1-2' Yellow summer ° °
Tall Coreopsis Coreopsis tripteris 6-8' Yellow summer ° °
Purple Prairie Clover |Dalea purpurea 1-2' Purple summer Dogface Sulphur host
|Dwarf Larkspur Delphinium tricorne [ <1 Purple spring 3
Pale Purple i
P Echinacea pallida 2-4' Lavendar spring/
Coneflower summer
Purple Coneflower  JEchinacea purpurea 3-4' Purple summer
|Harbinger of Spring  |Erigenia bulbosa <1' White spring ° Very early resource
Eryngium 5 X summer/
Rattlesnake Master T 3'-4' White ) @ [Black Swallowtail host
lyuccrfalrum fall
White Trout Lily Erythronium albidum <1' White spring °
Erythroniun
Yellow Trout Lily 4 ) <1 Yellow spring 3
americanum
Tall Boneset Eupatorium altissima 3-4' White fall ° o
Eupatorium
Blue Mist Flower P 3 1'-2' Blue fall )
coelestinum
Eupatorium
Hollow Joe-Pye Weed] .. P 4'-9' Pink fall
istulosum
Spotted Joe-Pye Eupatorium
P v P 4'-6' Pink fall [ )
Weed maculatum
Eupatorium
Sweet Joe-Pye Weed P 4'-6' Pink summer °
urpureum
White Snakeroot Eupatorium rugosum 2-4' White fall °
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Eupatorium
Late Boneset P ) 3-6' White fall ojJojoe|]e [} *
serotinum
Queen of the Prairie Filipendula rubra 4-7' Pink summer ole °
Bottle Gentian Gentiana andrewsii 1-2' Blue fall °
. . Geranium , )
Wild Geranium 1 Lt. Purp. spring ° ole
maculatum
Autumn Sneezeweed JHelenium autumnale 3.5 Yellow fall ° ole Silvery Checkerspot host
Helianthus
Woodland Sunflower | = . 2'-6' Yellow summer ole ° Painted Lady host
divaricatus
Downy Sunflower Helianthus mollis 2-4' Yellow summer eojoe|e]e Painted Lady host
Helianthus ,
Western Sunflower ) i 2'-3' Yellow summer o|o|eo|e Painted Lady host
occidentalis
Showy Sunflower Helianthus rigidus 3.5 Yellow summer eojoeje]e Painted Lady host
Heliopsis
False Sunflower . P . 3'.5' Yellow summer ° ole
helianthoides
Hepatica Hepatica nobilis <1 Purple spring | ® ° 3 Very early resource, pollen only
Alum root Heuchera americana 1-2' Wht-Grn summer °
Swamp Rose Mallow JHibiscus moschuetos 3.-6' Wht-Pink | summer ° EEE specialst, Common
eckered-Skipper host
Hydrophyllum
Great Waterleaf yarop 'y 1-2' Lavender spring o]l eof @ 3
appendiculatum
Blue Flag Iris Iris virginica shrevei 2-3' Blue Sorneled ° °
mmer
Rough Blazing Star Liatris aspera 1-3' Purple Sunf:;er/ eojoeje]e *
Meadow Blazing Star [Liatris ligulistylis 1-3' Rose/Purple | summer eojoe|e]e *
Prairie Blazing Star  |Liatris pycnostachya 3.5 Purple summer eojoe|e]e *
. Liatris scariosa
Savanna Blazing Star ) B 2'-3' Purple summer ejoje]e *
nieuwlandii
Dense Blazing Star Liatris spicata 3.5 Purple summer o|loj|eo]e *
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis 1-3' Red summer ° °
Great Blue Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica 1-3' Blue summer ° ole
. . . Vo N Pollen only; Eastern Tailed-Blue
Lupine Lupinus perennis 1-2 Blue spring [ and Frosted Eifin host
Fringed loosestrife  JLysimachia ciliata 1-4' Yellow summer | ® ° Bee specialist
- . Lysimachia )
Prairie loosestrife ) 1'-3' Yellow summer | ® ° Bee specialist
quadriflora
Virginia Bluebells Mertensia virginica 1-2' Blue spring °
Monkeyflower IMimulus ringens 2-4' Lavender | summer ° [Common Buckeye host
Bergamot Monarda fistulosa 2-4' Lavender | summer ° ° °
Prairie Sundrops (Oenothera pilosella 1 Yellow summer ° °
Heart-leaved Golden , )
Packera aurea 1-2' Yellow spring | ® ° 3
Ragwort
. - Parthenium
Wild Quinine i o 2-3' White summer ° ole °
integrifolium
Arrow Arum Peltandra virginica 2-3' Green summer | ® ° Fly specialist
0ep spring/
Smooth Penstemon |Penstemon calycosus 2'-3 Purple °
summer
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Foxglove Penstemon [Penstemon digitalis 2-3' White summer °
Hairy Penstemon Penstemon hirsutus 1-2! Purple spring/ °
summer
Phacelia
Fernleaf Phacelia . . 1-2' Purple spring oo e °
bipinnatifida
Physostegia
Obedient Plant . y_ X g 2-4' Pink summer ° ° °
virginiana
Jacob's Ladder Polemonium reptans 1-3' Purple spring °
Prairie Cinquefoil Potentilla arguta 2-3' Sulfur summer
Narrow Leaf Pycnanthemum _
. . o 1'-2' White summer [} [}
Mountain Mint tenuifolium
Common Mountain §Pycnanthemum R
A T 1'-2' White summer [} [}
Mint virginianum
Yellow Coneflower  JRatibida pinnata 3.5 Yellow summer ° °
Rudbeckia fulgida
Orange Coneflower | fulg 2'-3' Gold ST/ ° ole °
speciosa fall
Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 1-3' Yellow summer ° ole °
Sweet Black-eyed Rudbeckia summer/
3'.5' Yellow [ ele [ )
Susan subtomentosa fall
Common Arrowhead [Sagittaria latifolia 1-3' White summer | ® °
Lizard's Tail Saururus cernuus 1-2' White summer °
Downy Skullcap Scutellaria incana 2-3' Blue summer °
Wild Stonecrop [Sedum ternatum 3" White spring )
Royal Catchfly Silene regia 2-4' Red summer ° °
Silphium
Rosinweed ) p o 3'-6' Yellow summer ole )
integrifolium
Compass Plant Silphium laciniatum 5'-8' Yellow summer ole °
Cup Plant Silphium perfoliatum 5'-9' Yellow summer eojoe|e]e °
Silphium
Prairie Dock P o 5'-10' Yellow summer ole °
terebinthinaceum
Blue-stemmed Solidago caesia 1-3' Yell fall ole °
- ellow a
Goldenrod 9
Zigzag Goldenrod Solidago flexicaulis 1-3' Yellow fall ole °
Early Goldenrod Solidago juncea 1-2' Yellow summer ° °
Gray Goldenrod Solidago nemoralis 1-2' Yellow fall ° °
Ohio Goldenrod Solidago ohioensis 2-3' Yellow fall ° °
Riddell's Goldenrod [Solidago riddellii 2-4' Yellow fall ° °
Stiff Goldenrod Solidago rigida 3.5 Yellow fall ° °
Wrinkled Goldenrod fSolidago rugosa 2-3' Yellow fall ° °
Showy Goldenrod Solidago speciosa 1-3' Yellow fall ° °
Stylophorum
Celandine Poppy 'y P 1-2' Yellow spring °
diphyllum
Spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis 2-3' Blue spring/ °
summer
Large-flowered
. g Trillium grandiflorum 1-2' White spring
Trillium
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Blue Vervain Verbena hastata 3.5 Blue summer ° Bee specialist. Buckeye host
Tall Ironweed Vernonia altissima 4'-9' Purple summer o|leo|]e *
Smooth Ironweed Vernonia fasciculata 3-6' Purple summer oleo|e
\ Veronicastrum o _
Culver's Root Virginicum 3-6 White summer ° ° °
Golden Alexanders  |Zizia aurea 2-4' Yellow spring/ ole ° Black Swallowtail host *
summer
Trees and Shrubs |Trees and shrubs are a very important part of any pollinator planting, providing great amounts of nectar and pollen for pollinators.
Red Maple lAcer rubrum to 95' Yellow spring ° o|e °
Sugar Maple lAcer saccharum to 100' Yellow spring ° o|e °
Ohio Buckeye lAesculus glabra to 35' Yellow spring ° °
Serviceberry lAmelanchier arborea 10-25' White spring o|e ° Striped Hairstreak host
Leadplant lAmorpha canescens 1-3' Purple summer ° Southern Dogface host *
Indigo Bush lAmorpha fruticosa 4-16' Purple summer o|e
Devil's Walking Stick JAralia spinosa 10'-20 White summer | ® o|loj|o]e o *
Black Chokeberry lAronia melanocarpa 2'-4 White summer ° o Coral Hairstreak host
Pawpaw |Asimina triloba 10'-40' Purple spring ° ° zebra swallowtail host
Ceanothus
New Jersey Tea ’ 13" White | summer ° o|e @ [rommer Aaure andMotted *
americanus Duskywing host
Cephalanthes
Buttonbush OCZ dentalis 6'-12' White summer ° ole ()
Redbud Cercis canadensis 20-30' Pink spring o|lojojoe o *
Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum 6'-12' White summer ° Bee specialist, Summer Azure host
Grey Dogwood (Cornus racemosa 10-15' White spring ° Bee specialist, Summer Azure host
Persimmon Diospyros virginiana to 60" White spring ° ()
Winterberry Ilex verticillata 6-15' White summer ° Henry's Elfin host
. . . a5y . Eastern Tiger , Black, and
Spicebush Lindera benzoin 6-12 Yellow spring ole Spicebush Swallowtall host
Tulio t Liriodendron TG I )
ulip tree tulipifera - Yellow SIS L4 Eastern Tiger Swallowtail host
. Physocarpus sprin
Ninebark v L P 5-8' White pring/ ojeo|e
opulifolius summer
Shrubby Cinquefoil JPotentilla fruticosa 2-4' Yellow summer ° ° Dorcas Copper host
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, Red-
Black Cherry Prunus serotina 50'-80" White spring ° spotted Purple and Coral *
Hairstreak host
Fragrant Sumac Rhus aromatica 2'-6' Yellow spring o|e ] ]
Winged Sumac Rhus copallinum 7'-15' Green summer ole [ @ [Red-Banded Hairstreak host *
Prairie Willow Salix humilis 2-g' Green spring oloe|eo]e @ [Pec specilist, Easter Swallowtail
land Mourning Cloak host
X I Ly . Bee specialist, Eastern Swallowtail
Black Willow Salix nigra 30'-60° Green spring o|lojeoje @ 1.nd Mourning Cloak host
Meadowsweet Spirea alba 2'-6' White summer o|loj|eo]e
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Steeplebush

Spirea tomentosa

Coralberry

Symphoricarpos
orbiculatus

American Basswood

Tilia americana

Vaccinium
Highbush Blueberry

corymbosum

X Viburnum

Maple Leaf Viburnum o

acerifolium
Arrowwood )

) Viburnum dentatum

Viburnum
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2'-4' Pink summer [ [ ]
3-6' White summer ejojeo]e o
to 95' White summer ejojeo]e o
3'-15' White spring o ] *
4'-6' White summer ° eo]le Henry's Elfin host
BESS White summer ° ele Henry's Elfin host

Grasses and

Grasses and sedges are wind pollinated and so aren't typically a food resource for adult pollinators; however, they can be important larval food hosts

Sedges and provide important structure in grassland plantings. Here are just a few of the common native grasses and sedges you might choose from.
. .. summer,
Big Bluestem lAndropogon gerardii 5'-8' /
fall Byssus Skipper host
. Bouteloua summer,
Side-Oats Grama i 1'-3' /
curtipendula fall
Woodland Brome Bromus pubescens 1-3' summer | ®
. Calamagrostis
Blue-Joint Grass g . 24 summer
canadensis
Carex annectens var. sprin
Yellow Fox Sedge 2'-3' pring/
anthocarpa summer
Bracted Oak Sedge (Carex cephalophora 1 spring
Lance-Fruited Oval . sprin
(Carex scoparia 2'-3' pring/
Sedge summer
spring/ [Appalachian and Eyed Browns,
Tussock Sedge Carex stricta 2' Mulberry Wing, and Black Dash
summer Ih&sl
Lo sprin;
Fox Sedge Carex vulpinoidea 2'-3' pring/
summer
Canada Wild Rye [Elymus canadensis 3-4' summer
Riverbank Wild Rye §Elymus riparius 3.5 summer
Virginia Wild Rye Elymus virginicus 2'-3' summer
Elymus hystrix v.
Bottlebrush Grass h y tri 4 3.5 summer Northern Pearly-Eye host
ystrix
. . . b k Ski , Indi ki ,
Switch Grass Panicum virgatum 3.5 summer [lobermok s df::i"p:;r':gi Toper,
Little BI Schizachyrium 23 summer/ Indian Skipper, Dusted Skipper,
ittle Bluestem scoparium - fall [and Swarthy Skipper host
. summer,
Indian Grass ISorghastrum nutans 4'-6' el /
Prairie Cordgrass ISpartina pectinata 4-7' summer
. Sporobolus summer,
Prairie Dropseed P | 1-3' /
heterolepsis fall

conventions.

*Nomenclature for wildflowers follows Field Guide to Indiana Wildflowers by K. Yatskievych (2000); nomenclature for trees, shrubs, and grasses follows most recent naming

Thanks to George Peregrim of Native Plants Unlimited for providing the basic format for this table.
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